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States. In the case of these new annexations re-
sulting from the war with Spain, provision was
made only for the religious freedom of the inhabi-
tants. "The civil rights and political status of the
native inhabitants of the territories hereby ceded
to the United States shall be determined by the
Congress." There could therefore be no doubt
that for the first time the United States had ac-
quired colonies and that the question whether they
should develop into integral parts of the country or
into dependencies of an imperialistic republic was
left to the future to decide.

It was but natural that such striking events and
important decisions should loom large as factors in
the following presidential campaign. The Repub-
licans endorsed the Administration, emphatically
stated that the independence and self-government
of Cuba must be secured, and, with reference to the
other islands, declared that "the largest measure
of self-government consistent with their welfare
and our duties shall be secured to them by law."
The Democrats asserted that "no nation can long
endure half republic and half empire," and favored
"an immediate declaration of the Nation's purpose
to give the Filipinos, first, a stable form of govern-
ment; second, independence; and third, protection